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questions to be addressed will be: 1) In what ways might 
African literatures and modes of analysis drawn from lit-
erary studies contribute to ways of reading the environ-
ment in the other disciplines?; 2) How might African lit-
erary studies productively draw from studies of African 
environments?

All speakers are established scholars in their respective 
fi elds; many have already published on issues related to 
the theme of the colloquium. 

The Kansas African Studies Center will be 
hosting an interdisciplinary colloquium on the 
theme of literature and environment in Africa. 
Papers will be focused, in particular, on the po-
tential benefi ts of the uses of literature (both 
oral and written) and literary modes of analy-
sis for the study of the African environment 
by geographers, anthropologists, and histori-
ans, as well as of the application of theoreti-
cal frameworks and forms of knowledge drawn 
from geography, anthropology and environ-
mental history for the study of African and co-
lonial literatures. Put more simply, the two


